Subtotal splenectomy in Gaucher's disease: towards a definition of critical splenic mass.
Partial splenectomy is currently the favoured surgical approach for Gaucher's disease. Preservation of splenic tissue is indicated to prevent susceptibility to overwhelming postsplenectomy sepsis, to delay the massive deposition of glucocerebroside in the liver and bones, and to relieve symptoms of hypersplenism. Controversial issues and technical problems related to partial splenectomy for Gaucher's disease are discussed and a definition of critical splenic mass considered.